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To the Honorable the General Aſsembly of the State of Connecticutt. 
 
 The Subſcribers, in behalf of themſelves, and their Brethren, Poor Indi= 
ans, formerly of the State of Connecticutt, but lately Refugees from the  
Vicinity of Oneida, aſk leave moſt reſpectfully to expreſs their grateful Ac= 
knowledgments of the repeated Kindneſs and Favors conferred upon them by  
their beſt Friends and Brothers, the Inhabitants of their Native and Beloved  
State: Particularly, in the late Inſtance of a Brief granted by a former Gen= 
eral Aſsembly, for a Contribution in ſeveral Churches within the State  
aforeſaid: In Conſequence of which, we have been informed, a conſiderable Sum  
in Paper ^ Money (Connecticutt Emiſsion) hath been collected for our Relief, a List of which Money is here in= 
cloſed.  As the ſaid Money is now out of Circulation, your Memorialiſts  
pray that your Honors would, in your great Goodneſs, paſs ſuch Order  
relative thereto, = that the ſame may be rendered ſubſervient to the pre= 
ſent Relief of a Number of poor diſtreſsed Indians, who for their Fidelity and  
and Attachment to the American Cauſe, have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, - 
been compelled to fly from their Habitations, leaving thoſe Means of Sub= 
ſistence behind, with which God had bleſsed them, and to ſojourn where they  
could find a Place.  We have now, after much Sickneſs and Diſtreſs, by  
the Providence of God and the Kindneſs of the good People in this Neigh= 
borhood, little more than a bare Exiſtence, within the Bounds of Weſt Stock= 
bridge in the State of Maſsachuſetts, near the ^ Line of New York.  We are very deſirous of returning  
to our former Settlement in the Vicinity of Oneida, where, inſtead of being fur= 
ther burdenſome, we hope to be of ſome Advantage to the United States.  But  
by Reaſon of our deſtitute Circumſtances, we are unable to accompliſh, we are  
unable to accompliſh this, without the Aid of our American Friends.  We are  
therefore, by dire Want and Poverty, compelled to look up to your Honors, as to our  
great and kind Fathers, and humbly to implore your Aſsiſtance at this Time.   
If, in your great Wiſdom and Goodneſs, you may ſee meet to make ſome Ad^

dition,  
tho’ ever so ſmall, to the Money collected as aforeſaid, it will, at this Juncture,  
be a peculiar Favor added to the many others which Indians in general, we  
in particular have received from our Brothers of Connecticutt.  And we can’t  
but hope that a Favor of this Kind, conferred on thoſe who have inviolably adhe= 
red to you in Times of the greateſt Danger, during the War, may have a happy  
Influence on the other Tribes of Indians upon the Continent.  It will, at leaſt,  
ſo far as our Infuence may extend, furniſh us with an additional Argu= 
ment to convince them, that it will be for their Intereſt, for the ſure, to  
ſeek the Friendſhip and rely on the Goodneſs and Protection of the  
       United 
 
[verso: 
 
United States. 
227b Your Petitioners therefore pray, that your Honors, taking their  
diſtreſsed Circumſtances into you wiſe Conſideration, would grant them  
ſuch Relief to your Wiſdom may ſeem fit.  And as in Duty bound  
ſhall ever pray. 

Elijah Wimpey 
David Fowler 
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Samll Adams 
 
Weſt Stockbridge } 
May 8th 1783—    } 
 
   That the Memorialists Elijah Wimpey  
and others about forty four in Number-- are juſtly repre 
ſented in the foregoing petition-- as to their attachment  
to the American Cauſe – loſsess- preſent diſtreſsed  
Circumſtances &c— is certified by me 
      Samll Kirkland Miſsry 

Stockbridge     [ illegible ] 
May 16th 1783      
 

Petiton of 
Poor Indians 
May 1783 
p u H 
p l H    In the Lower House 
The Prayer of this Memorial is granted and that a Bill &c 
Test John Treadwell Clk. 
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