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                133 
To the Hon.bl Council and Hon.bl House of Repreſentatives of the 
State of Maſsachuſetts Bay 
 The Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Sandwich 
Humbly Sheweth.  That some time in October laſt, Applycation 
was made to the Overſeers of the Poor in this Town, to procure proper 
Aſsiſtance, for one Joshua Coombs, an Indian man, who had the 
miſfortune to receive a Wound in his Legg, in the course of the laſt 
French War, in the Publick service, which never could be healed, 
and which was then repreſented to be in a Mortifying State, and 
without being Amputated would soon put an end to his Life 
 Humanity Dictated the part they had to Act upon this Occati- 
-on.  the Perſons whome they employed have ( under Providence ) by 
their Skill and Attention, reſtored the poor fellow from a State of 
Extreem Diſtreſs, to a Degree of Health and Vigour, by which an 
Expence has ariſen of six Hundred fifty nine pounds S/ 4.d Agreeable 
to the Incloſed accounts,   Which your Petitioners Apprehend Ought 
to be made a Publick Expence.  Even were there no Other reaſons to 
to be given but his being an ^original native of the Land, Exempted by Law 
from paying taxes, And which they are informed has been the In- 
-variable practice, in Caſes of the like nature,  but when to thoſe 
are added, the cauſe of his Calamity, they imagine [ crossout ] no 
Diſpute will ariſe upon the matter. 
 They therefore Pray your Hon.rs to give Direction for 
the payment of the above sum out of the Treaſury of this 
State.  And you Petitioners as in Duty Bound 
Shall Ever Pray 
 
Sandwich   March 14. 1780 Seth Freeman  Selectmen 
    Micah Blackwell    of  
    Silv.a Nye  Sandwich 
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