Chilmark January 27t 1777 27 88

To the honorable the Council and Houfe of
Reprefentatives of the State of Mafsachufetts Bay,
In General Court Afsembled

The Petition of a Number of Inhabitants of the Town

of Chilmark, on the Ifland of Martha’s Vineyard and

in the County of Dukes County.

Humbly Sheweth, That the faid Ifland of Martha'’s

Vineyard (aspecially the weftern Part therof, where your
Petitioners refide, & where there is a Road for Shipping)

is by its Situation, at leaft, as much expofed to the Enemy

now pofsefsed of Rhode Ifland; as the Iflands called Eliza=

beth Iflands, in the fame Town. For the Protection of which

laft mentioned Iflands, much greater(tho’ we donotthink too great) Provifion is made
than for the Protection of Martha’s Vineyard: when this

laft named Ifland is of much greater Value in itfelf &

of vaftly greater Importance to the Public than the

others. There being on Elizabeth Iflands, but feventeen Families
and about one hundred Souls; when there are on Martha’s Vine=
yard at leaft five hundred Families and about 2750 Souls:
exclusive of Indians living by themf{elves. And this laft

named Ifland is alfo much better accommodated, [ crossout | than
Elizabeth [flands, with Harbors and Roads for thipping.

By Means of which Harbors of Martha’s Vineyard, and

a few Soldiers there Stationed, with the Pilots and other In=
habitants of said Ifland; a very large part of the many

rich Prizes taken from the Enemy during the prefent

War, have ( after they have waited fometime time in faid
Harbors for a fair Wind, & for an Opportunity to pro=

ceed to the Port to which they were bound, without

Danger of being intercepted by the Enemy) f{afely arrived
either at Dartmouth or Providence or at fome other

Place, where they might be difcharged of their Cargo.

All which Advantages accruing to this and other Amer
American States from the Harbors of Martha'’s

Vineyard while that [fland remainsin the

Pofsefion of Friends to the common Caufe of

thefe States; will not only be loft to this and the

others States on the neighbouring Continent: if faid

I[fland or it’s Harbors fhou’d be pofsefed by the Enemy:

but the Advantage the Enemy will hereby gain

will, perhaps, be no lefs pernicious to the Navigation

of thefe States, than the Pofsefion of that Ifland

& it’s Harbors hath hitherto been advantageous thereto
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On which Accounts your Petitoner ( with great Deference
and Submifsion to your Honors fuperior Wifdom & Judg=
ment) do prefume to declare that they apprehend it to be of
great Importance, not only to the Inhabitants of Martha’s
Vineyard; but alfo to this and other American States, that
it be kept from falling into the Hands of their Enemies.
But this, without further Protection from your Honors,
we fee no way to prevent. for we appre-bend this Ifland
to be in great Danger of fuch an Attack from the Ene=
my, as the Inhabitants thereof with-thefive- & twenty
Seldiersremaining there; will not be able to withftand.
For the Number of Men, on this Ifland, able to bear
Arms hath of late been greatly diminished & is ftill di=
minifthing by their thipping them{elves on board of
continental & other Cruizers again{t the Enemy; and alfo
by the Inlifting of fome others in the continental
Army. And we are alfo, not a little, weakened by our Dif=
agreement in Opinion, with Refpect to the moft proper Courfe
we can take for our Safety. For while your Petitioners, with
many other Inhabitants of this Ifland, are fully fatiffied that
the prefent War [ blot | is, on the American Side, just & necefsary;
And are far from being afraid to declare this openly; and are
ready to exert themfelves tothe Utmoft jn every {uitable way, in sup=
port of the American Caufe [ blot | There are yet (we are
sorry to find ground to f{ay it) fome shere who have manifefted, at
leaft, a Doubt of our being in the Right, in taking up Arms
and fighting against the Forces of the King of great Britain.
And they with others have openly exprefsed a Belief that Bri-
tian will conquer & fubdue America, & have labored to in=
fufe fuch a Belief into others; and whatever Effect this hath
had, it is a certain Matter of Fact, that there is a confiderable
number of Men here, who appear to be very doubtful which
Side will finally overcome and obtain what they are con=
tending and fighting for; and who therefore chufe to be as ftill
& inactive as pofsible, in the prefent Conteft, »and are accordingly
averfe to doing anything towards the Defending of this Ifland
by others. To which Principle we impute it, That when ten
Freeholders of this Town, by a writing under their Hands, -
lately requefted the Selected Men to call a Meeting of the In-
habitants of the Town to confider and determine what it was proper
for them to do for their Safety in this Time of Danger: This Requeft
was not complied with By which Means we found ourfelves
obliged to petition your Honors, in the way we do, as Individuals
fubscribing our Names hereto. In thort, we wifh that your
Honors might have a juft and full Conception of the Danger
this [fland is in, by Means of its expofed situation ( while the Ene=
my is {fo powerful & ~n° further than about twelve leagues Bis-
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tanee therefrom ) when it is in {fo weak & defencelefs a state,
as it now is: & alfo of what Importance it is that it be
kept from falling into the Hands of the Enemy.
A true Reprefentation hereof we have here given -
But not o full & clear a Reprefentation as to convey
to your Honors fuch an Idea of the State efthe State-of
this Ifland with refpect to the prefent American Trou=
bles as your Honors would have if you had been fome-
-time refident here. And with

[folio 2:

with Regard to the State of this Ifland which we

have reprefented; The Prayer of your Petitioners

is: That no fuch Meafure may be adopted to keep the

stock on said Ifland from falling into the Hands

of the Enemy as that of removing it [ crossout |

to fome other Place . For if nothing better than this

can be done with the Stock belonging to Martha'’s -

Vineyard; to what a State of Wretchednefs muft the

owners thereof be reduced! For if their Stock be remo-

ved, where will they find Pafture or Hay for it? And if for

want hereof they are obliged to fell it; where will they

find Buyers who will give them any thing near the Va=

lue thereof? And as, in this way, the People of this [fland

would be likely to fuffer almoft a total lofs of their

Stock; they wou’d fuffer alfo, for a Timen- atleaft »('and who knows

for how long a time?) The Lofs of their Houfes and Lands,

Which they muft defert. For without Stock they will receive no

Benefit from their Land, as without Stock oxen they will not be able to

till it. And if this Ifland be forsaken by it’s Inhabitants; It will (with=

out {fuch a Protection as wou’d be now fufficient for it's Defenvce) in all
Probability, be taken pofsefsion of by the Enemy: And how detriment=

tl this wou’d be to this the neighboring States, as hath been thown;

no Men may be taken from hence to ferve as Soldiers elfewhere. For as faid Ifland,
when all the Men now thereon continue there, is fo weak & defencelefs; how im=
proper a Thing muft it be, if it can be avoided, {til further to weaken it, by taking
Men from thence, where they are fo much needed? And befides, how greatly muft
it diftrefs a Man, who has a Wife & feveral fmall children or aged feeble Pa=
rentsto take care of; to be compelled to hazard his life in War, at a great Dis=
tance from them and leave them in a Place {o expofed, as this is, to the out=
ragious Hoftilities of the Enemy; when by continuing with them he might

afford them fome Help & Protection. What we have offered, we pray your Ho=
nors to take into your Wife confideration; And intreat that befides fuffering

the men here to continue in this Place; Your Honors Would be pleafed to

fend fuch number of Men to this Ifland for it's Protection, as you Honors,

in your great Wifdom fhall judge proper and that your Honors wou’d af=

ford for the Protection of Elizabeth Iflands, at leaft, an equal number of Men

to that which was laft {tationed there; And your Petitioners as in Duty bound
fhall ever pray &c
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Benjamin Hillman

Jofeph Mayhew
Cornelius Bafsett
Samuel Mayhew

William Tilton Benj= Bafsett

Jofeph Mayhew jur Richard Hillman John Bafsett
Benjamin Hatch James Norton jur

Abner Mayhew David Hillman Timothy Mayhew
Mark Mayhew Jonathan Bafsett Simon Mayhew

John Hillman
Nathaniel nickerfon
James Norton

Thomas Hillman Josiah Mayhew

Samuel Mayhew Junr
Samuel Norton

Silas Bafsett John Cottle
Jethro Mayhew John Cottle Jun
Fort.n Bafsett Robert Hillman
Jofeph Bafsett Benj.2 Hillman Jur
Abner Hillman
John Mayhew
[verso:

In the Houfe of Reprefentatives March 24. 1777

Read together with the Petition of the Committee of the
Town of Tifbury & thereupon Ordered That
Brig Danielfon. Capt Cobb & Coll Reed
with fuch as the Hon Board fhall

join to be a Committee to take Pood [i[ -
the fame under confideration 1993 g

& report
Sent up for Concurrence
] Warren Spkr

In Council March 24’ 1777 Read and
Concurred and W=-Seaver & Walter Spooner

& Dan.'Davis Esq.rs are joined
Jn.o Avery Dpty Secy

2~
¢ 5
t
=2
= =
o o
=
=
=
9]
<
Q
=
(oW

All contents copyright © 2019 The Yale Indian Papers Project. All rights reserved.
Transcribed by the Yale Indian Papers Project.

Note: These transcriptions are solely for educational or scholarly purposes. Under no circumstances are they to be republished, in part or in whole, without express
permission. Copyright on all editorial transcriptions, introductions, textual and explanatory notes, identifications of people, places, events and dates found herein is held
by the Yale Indian Papers Project, Yale University.

If you have inquiries regarding copyright, please e-mail indianpapersproject@yale.edu


mailto:indianpapersproject@yale.edu

