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 Chilmark January 27th 1777      27 88 
 
To the honorable the Council and Houſe of 
 Repreſentatives of the State of Maſsachuſetts Bay, 
 In General Court Aſsembled 
 
The Petition of a Number of Inhabitants of the Town 
of Chilmark, on the Iſland of Martha’s Vineyard and 
in the County of Dukes County. 
Humbly Sheweth, That the ſaid Iſland of Martha’s 
Vineyard (aspecially the weſtern Part therof, where your 
Petitioners reſide, & where there is a Road for Shipping) 
is by its Situation, at leaſt, as much expoſed to the Enemy 
now poſseſsed of Rhode Iſland; as the Iſlands called Eliza= 
beth Iſlands, in the ſame Town. For the Protection of which 
laſt mentioned Iſlands, much greater^

(tho’ we do not think too great) Proviſion is made 
than for the Protection of Martha’s Vineyard: when this 
laſt named Iſland is of much greater Value in itſelf & 
of vaſtly greater Importance to the Public than the 
others. There being on Elizabeth Iſlands, but ſeventeen Families 
and about one hundred Souls; when there are on Martha’s Vine= 
yard at leaſt five hundred Families and about 2750 Souls: 
exclusive of Indians living by themſelves. And this laſt 
named Iſland is alſo much better accommodated, [ crossout ] than 
Elizabeth Iſlands, with Harbors and Roads for ſhipping. 
By Means of which Harbors of Martha’s Vineyard, and 
a few Soldiers there Stationed, with the Pilots and other In= 
habitants of said Iſland; a very large part of the many 
rich Prizes taken from the Enemy during the preſent 
War, have ( after they have waited ſometime time in ſaid 
Harbors for a fair Wind, & for an Opportunity to pro= 
ceed to the Port to which they were bound, without 
Danger of being intercepted by the Enemy) ſafely arrived 
either at Dartmouth or Providence or at ſome other 
Place, where they might be diſcharged of their Cargo. 
All which Advantages accruing to this and other Amer 
American States from the Harbors of Martha’s 
Vineyard while that Iſland remainsin the 
Poſseſion of Friends to the common Cauſe of 
theſe States; will not only be loſt to this and the 
others States on the neighbouring Continent: if ſaid 
Iſland or it’s Harbors ſhou’d be poſseſed by the Enemy: 
but the Advantage the Enemy will hereby gain 
will, perhaps, be no leſs pernicious to the Navigation 
of theſe States, than the Poſseſion of that Iſland  
& it’s Harbors hath hitherto been advantageous thereto 
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On which Accounts your Petitoner ( with great Deference 
and Submiſsion to your Honors ſuperior Wiſdom & Judg= 
ment) do preſume to declare that they apprehend it to be of 
great Importance, not only to the Inhabitants of Martha’s 
Vineyard; but alſo to this and other American States, that 
it be kept from falling into the Hands of their Enemies. 
But this, without further Protection from your Honors, 
we ſee no way to prevent.  for we appre^hend this Iſland 
to be in great Danger of ſuch an Attack from the Ene= 
my, as the Inhabitants thereof  with the five & twenty 
Soldiers remaining there; will not be able to withſtand. 
For the Number of Men, on this Iſland, able to bear 
Arms hath of late been greatly diminished & is ſtill di= 
miniſhing by their ſhipping themſelves on board of 
continental & other Cruizers againſt the Enemy; and alſo 
by the Inliſting of ſome others in the continental 
Army.  And we are alſo, not a little, weakened by our Diſ= 
agreement in Opinion, with Reſpect to the moſt proper Courſe 
we can take for our Safety.  For while your Petitioners, with 
many other Inhabitants of this Iſland, are fully ſatiſfied that 
the preſent War [ blot ] is, on the American Side, just & neceſsary; 
And are far from being afraid to declare this openly; and are 
ready to exert themſelves ^to the Utmoſt in every ſuitable way, in sup= 
port of the American Cauſe [ blot ] There are yet (we are 
sorry to find ground to ſay it) ſome ^here who have manifeſted, at 
leaſt, a Doubt of our being in the Right, in taking up Arms 
and fighting against the Forces of the King of great Britain. 
And they with others have openly expreſsed a Belief that Bri- 
tian will conquer &  ſubdue America, & have labored to in= 
fuſe ſuch a Belief into others; and whatever Effect this hath 
had, it is a certain Matter of Fact, that there is a conſiderable 
number of Men here, who appear to be very doubtful which 
Side will finally overcome and obtain what they are con= 
tending and fighting for; and who therefore chuſe to be as ſtill 
& inactive as poſsible, in the preſent Conteſt, ^and are accordingly 
averſe to doing anything towards the Defending of this Iſland 
by others. To which Principle we impute it, That when ten 
Freeholders  of this Town, by a writing under their Hands, - 
lately requeſted the Selected Men to call a Meeting of the In- 
habitants of the Town to conſider and determine what it was proper 
for them to do for their Safety in this Time of Danger: This Requeſt 
was not complied with By which Means we found ourſelves 
obliged to petition your Honors, in the way we do, as Individuals 
ſubscribing our Names hereto.  In ſhort, we wiſh that your 
Honors might have a juſt and full Conception of the Danger 
this Iſland is in, by Means of its expoſed situation ( while the Ene= 
my is ſo powerful & ^no further than about twelve leagues Dis- 
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tance therefrom ) when it is in ſo weak & defenceleſs a state, 
as it now is: & alſo of what Importance it is that it be 
kept from falling into the Hands of the Enemy. 
A true Repreſentation hereof we have here given – 
But not ſo full & clear a Repreſentation as to convey 
to your Honors ſuch an Idea of the State of the State of 
this Iſland with reſpect to the preſent American Trou= 
bles as your Honors would have if you had been ſome- 
   -time reſident here.  And with 
 
[folio 2: 
 

90 with Regard to the State of this Iſland which we 
have repreſented; The Prayer of your Petitioners 
is: That no ſuch Meaſure may be adopted to keep the 
stock on said Iſland from falling into the Hands 
of the Enemy as that of removing it [ crossout ] 
to ſome other Place . For if nothing better than this 
can be done with the Stock belonging to Martha’s – 
Vineyard; to what a State of Wretchedneſs muſt the 
owners thereof be reduced!  For if their Stock be remo- 
ved, where will they find Paſture or Hay for it? And if for 
want hereof they are obliged to ſell it; where will they 
find Buyers who will give them any thing near the Va= 
lue thereof?  And as, in this way, the People of this Iſland 
would be likely to ſuffer almoſt a total loſs of their 
Stock; they wou’d ſuffer alſo, for a Time^ at leaſt ^( and who knows 
for how long a time?) The Loſs of their Houſes and Lands, 
Which they muſt deſert.  For without Stock they will receive no 
Benefit from their Land, as without Stock oxen they will not be able to 
till it. And if this Iſland be forsaken by it’s Inhabitants; It will (with= 
out ſuch a Protection as wou’d be now ſufficient for it’s Defenvce) in all 
Probability, be taken poſseſsion of by the Enemy: And how detriment= 
tl this wou’d be to this the neighboring States, as hath been ſhown; 
no Men may be taken from hence to ſerve as Soldiers elſewhere.  For as ſaid Iſland, 
when all the Men now thereon continue there, is ſo weak & defenceleſs; how im= 
proper a Thing muſt it be, if it can be avoided, ſtil further to weaken it, by taking 
Men from thence, where they are ſo much needed?  And beſides, how greatly muſt 
it diſtreſs a Man, who has a Wife & ſeveral ſmall children or aged feeble Pa= 
rentsto take care of; to be compelled to hazard his life in War, at a great Dis= 
tance from them and leave them in a Place ſo expoſed, as this is, to the out= 
ragious Hoſtilities of the Enemy; when by continuing with them he might 
afford them ſome Help & Protection.  What we have offered, we pray your Ho= 
nors to take into your Wiſe conſideration; And intreat that beſides ſuffering 
the men here to continue in this Place; Your Honors Would be pleaſed to 
ſend ſuch number of Men to this Iſland for it’s Protection, as you Honors, 
in your great Wiſdom ſhall judge proper and that your Honors wou’d af= 
ford for the Protection of Elizabeth Iſlands, at leaſt, an equal number of Men 
to that which was laſt ſtationed there; And your Petitioners as in Duty bound 
ſhall ever pray &c 
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In the Houſe of Repreſentatives March 24. 1777 
        Read  together with the Petition of the Committee of the 
Town of Tiſbury & thereupon Ordered That 
Brig Danielſon. Capt Cobb & Coll Reed 
with ſuch as the Hon Board ſhall 
join to be a Committee to take 
the ſame under conſideration 
& report 
  Sent up for Concurrence 
   J Warren Spkr 

 
    In Council March 24’ 1777  Read and 

Concurred and  Wm Seaver & Walter Spooner 
   & Dan.l Davis Esq.rs are joined 
      Jn.o Avery Dpty Secy 
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Samel Hillman 
William Tilton 
Joſeph Mayhew jur 
Benjamin Hatch 
Abner Mayhew 
Mark Mayhew 
Thomas Hillman 
Samuel Mayhew Junr 
  Samuel Norton 
   Silas Baſsett 
  Jethro Mayhew 
    Fort.n Baſsett 
   Joſeph Baſsett 

 Benjamin Hillman 
Benja Baſsett 
       Richard Hillman 
   James Norton jur 

    David Hillman 
  Jonathan Baſsett 
      Josiah Mayhew 
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 Cornelius Baſsett 
 Samuel Mayhew 
  John Baſsett 
 
   Timothy Mayhew 
   Simon Mayhew 
   John Hillman 
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  James  Norton 
   John Cottle 
   John Cottle Jun 

   Robert Hillman 
   Benj.a Hillman Jur 

   Abner Hillman 
   John Mayhew 
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