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   Mashpee. Oct. 3rd. 1835. 
   Rev. & Dear Sir, Agreeably to your request, I reply to 
the inquiries, you left with me of quitting this place. 
  1. Of the "Ordination." I have conversed with 
Judge Marston, who has promised to send up his opinion res- 
pecting it. The facts appear as follows. After preaching 
to the Indians almost two years– six of the most respect- 
able (one a church-member.) wait upon me, as de- 
puted by their brethren, to request me to remain & be 
ordained among them as their pastor. Their Gaurdi- 
ans, in coincidence, make a written contract with 
me, legally executed, for a portion of my living. This 
they did under the sanction of the Legislature, as appears 
by their Resolves. The Corporation of H.C. after having 
long resolved the plan, also make a written Agree- 
ment, signed by the President, for another portion of 
my support, make arrangements for the Ordination 
attend on the occasion (five of them being present.)– 
compose a part of the ordaining Council by three 
of their body– & instruct their Treasurer to pay me 
a sum of money by way of Settlement. At the 
public service. there was a general attendance of 
the Indians. During all the transactions, not a 
voice of remonstrance was raised, except by an 
intoxicated white man, who attempted to inter- 
rupt the sermon & was immediately conveyed 
from the Assembly. A large number of Indians 
dined at the Council-house in apparent approba- 
 
[verso: 
 
tion of the doings. The Church receives acceſsions soon 
after of 7 or 8 coloured members, & large numbers 
for several years attend public Worship. I never 
heard it suggested that there was any difference be- 
tween mine & a settlement for life. I have not so 
even been called a Missionary till lately. All parties 
concerned seemed to contemplate the whole, as some- 
thing permanent.– 
 2."State of the Congregation." Owing to the per- 
suasions and artifice made use of to draw away my 
hearers, it ^is almost strange that any of the coloured 
attend my preaching. Yet from 12 to 30 individuals 
(Yesterday Oct. 4– 21 were present.) attend meeting, as 
the weather &c may be. There are also from 60-100 
whites, many of whom (perhaps half) reside on the 
Indian territory & can have no other means of 
religious improvement. These whites have always 



 Copyright © 2017 Yale Indian Papers, Yale University   

been accustomed to worship with the Indians– 
have never interfered with their privileges– & in- 
deed attend, by the invitation of the Indians– in 
an advantage rather than otherwise, & never 
have been spoken of as intruders, till recently. 
The Church is composed at present of 4 Indians & 
about 15 Whites– with the prospect of 3 or 4 Indian ^women 
who are ready to come forward should the pros- 
pect be such as to favour anything stable. 
 The sabbath school is of about 14 yeards stand- 
ing– is acceſsible to all– has contained comprised more 
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than 50 Indian children, & many whites– & now 
has 15 indian & near 25 white children,– & is, & ever has been 
exerting a favorable influence in the rising gener- 
atin. I may say without hesitation, that if any means 
applicable to the state of this people have been bleſsed 
to their evident improvment, it is Bible Claſs & Sabbath- 
school instruction. Last year a coloured girl of 14– 
died in piety– & a white youth of 18 who died in full con- 
solation of hope since you were here– left a meſsage of 
thanks for me– stating her belief that the instruction 
received in the school, had been the means of her sal- 
vation. The Indians of Herring Pond, to whom I preach 
(by as I was directed) about 1/7 of the time, are friendly with- 
out exception, & only regret that I cannot come to them 
more frequently. I visit them– promote the Sabbath-school 
& do what I can for them at such an inconvenient dis- 
tance. Their children have the benefit of Common 
schools & the whole population are no way inferior to 
the Mashpees. When you called upon some of them, they 
mistook you for an enemy, & have expreſsed anxi- 
ety lest they were not sufficiently frank & respectful. 
 3. "The number of pure Indians" is not prob- 
ably more than 12. I cannot give you the exact 
number without more time & pains than I have 
been able to bestow on this inquiry, since I saw 
you. There ^are members in whome the indian blood 
p^

redominates. There are many besides, in whom 
it exists in some degree. Of real Indians my 
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meeting contains a just proportion. In respect to puri- 
ty of blood they probably are not diſsimilar ^here from most 
of the other Indian tribes (so called) residing in N. Eng- 
land. If the Williams fund cannot be applied here 
with propriety, where can it be applied with better 
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prospects short of the "far West"? 
 4. "Future prospects of usefulneſs." Past ex- 
perience affords some aſsistance in forming an 
estimate of what is to come. Seasons of peculiar dis- 
couragement have repeatedly been followed by 
intervals ^of more comfort & extended service, in which 
evident good has been done. Some^One of the greatest caus- 
es of difficulty which has operated more or leſs since 
I have been here, & indeed long before is, I hope, in 
some good degree removed– & that is a desire for liberty 
which seemed to engroſs the minds of a large party 
of them. 1. My future hopes of usefulneſs grow out 
of the fluctuations common to this people. They may 
be influenced by wrong advisers for a time, yet seasons of 
calm reflection return soon, when many of them discern 
their true interest & listen to reason. They cannot harmo- 
nize long with teachers of their own, nor with such as 
are dependent on them. The fact, that during my res- 
idence here, as many as eight illiterate preachers, 
who have made considerable impression– yet have 
soon lost confidence & were compelled to leave them, 
speaks for itself. It is important for them to have stead- 
y & independent means of instruction, such as they 
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can respect. Each of The two coloured preachers now a- 
mong them would draw but little attention, were it 
not for present exciting influences. They ^are very frequently 
absent– are jealous of each other & the published ac- 
counts (of Ape's usefulneſs, in particular) are exceed- 
ingly exaggerated. There has been such manage- 
ment that a considerable number attend very 
little to religious means. They are injured in their 
moral feelings, or else perplexed & know not what 
course to pursue. When they become calm, they 
will judge more for themselves. They will see they that I 
have been their steady friend & appreciate my ser- 
vices accordingly. 
 2. The methods adopted by leaders of opposit- 
ion, & the palpably wrong temper indulged, will be like- 
ly at length to operate in my favour. The Indian of- 
ficers are suspected of making the most of their dis- 
cretionary power. It is customary to stigmatize & 
avoid such as persist in attending any meeting. 
The preachers use a degree of arbitrary authority to 
keep their congregations from straying. Such groſs at- 
tempts are made to draw off my hearers & Sab.-schol- 
ars, as exposes the baseneſs of the motive & lays the li- 
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able to reproach. Such methods must be temporary 
& would not have much effect even now, ^were not appeals made 
to their Cupidity by aſsuring them this is the way to get 
clear of me– "only effect this & there is spoil to be divid- 
ed." 
 
[verso: 
 
      3. I have reason to believe that there is no general 
dislike to me personally. The apparent opposition is 
chiefly by the motion of a few interested & ambitious indi- 
viduals. Dan.l Amos, who was prominent in the meeting 
you held with them, himself aſsured me a few weeks 
since, that "they pretended to have nothing against me, & 
felt no ill-will, only they thought there were difficulties a- 
bout property that ought to be settled before they could feel 
right." This same Daniel, 2 years since, sent for me to per- 
form the funeral service. Since they have become 
free, there have been an unusual number of mar- 
riages among them & though there were two quali- 
fied preachers they (with only 2 exceptions.) preferred m[ blot ] 
to solemnize them. When I meet them on the road. or 
call at their houses, there is more appearance of cor- 
diality & respect– even than in former years. Since 
your visit I have visited many, & have been well 
recieved & requested to call on them often. A visit 
to one, who ^has seemed to be most exasperated– but who 
had distressing sickneſs in his family was recieved 

^even with a show of gratitude. Deac. Coombs has lately 
requested me to visit him, & when coming away I was 
urged to repeat my visits & remain longer.– These 
appearances certainly do not look like a fixed de- 
termination that they will never recieve any more 
service from me. When Hallet & others are taking 
every method in their power to create the virulence 
of hatred against me– is it not strange that there 
can be so much show of respect & good feeling 
remaining?– 
  4. I have (unleſs I much mistake) 
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become better qualified to benefit them. Experience is es- 
sential to the management of Indians. Their confidence 
cannot be gained & secured without a special knowledge of 
them, which cannot be gained at once. I am conscious 
of increasing interest in their welfare– am certain 
of an inclination to make use of every favorable 
opportunity to promote their welfare– & I think tis 
reasonable to conclude that, in favouring circum- 
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stances, I shall be better qualified do them good in 
time to come, than in earlier years. Even should 
they still disincline to hear me preach, there are o- 
ther methods, by which their character may be im- 
proved & their interests much promoted, some have 
have been named by the Gentlemen whose signat- 
ures I here with enclose & which it is needleſs for me to 
repeat. 
 This letter is already too long & I shall be sorry 
to produce tedium. I will draw to a close. As to signa- 
tures, I have no doubt hundreds of respectable ones 
may be obtained. I have no doubt that I could ob- 
tain ^many from the Indians, should it be thought de- 
sirable. But it is a tedious busineſs, & I am ex- 
ceedingly weary of these supernumerary labours, 
which for the greater ^

part of 2 years have come upon me 
to the amount of making me sometimes al- 
most indifferent to the result, as relating to me 
personally. 
        If any charges are brought against me 
more than I already know, I request the favour of 
knowing them & replying if needful. 
          Permit me to observe, that no one 
need wish another a more miserable lot than to be 
dependent in any eſsential degree on such a per- 
 
[verso: 
 
as this. If they feel that their minister is in their power, they 
will domineer. If I remain here, no one on earth more 
needs firm friends & supporters. The Indians have been 
taught th by an adversary that the Williams fund 
is their right– & that they are oppressed in not hav- 
ing it applied at their discretion. I am much ob- 
liged to you, Sir, for the important & well-timed remarks 
which, I was informed, you made to the Indians, as 
well as for your kindneſs in interviews with myself, 
And I hope the honourable Corporation, if they ^see the Indians 
are under mistake– may see cause to represent things 
to them in a proper light & justify & sustain me, 
if I am not essentially in error.– Should they 
see cause to withdraw their aid– is it needful for 
them to declare me dismiſsed? It might be 
of service to me to be able to say– I am not dis- 
miſsed.– Any advice to the people or myself 
will be always welcome. Any information 
you 
may see cause to afford ^as respects future 
prospects will be very acceptable to, Rev. Sir. 
  Your most obliged & obedient 
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   Servant 
    Phineas Fish– 
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