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To	the	Honorable	Senate	and	House	of	Representatives	
In	General	Court	Aſsembled	
	
The	Petition	of	us	the	Subscribers	poor	Distressed	Indians	
Proprietors	of	Marshpee	in	the	County	of	Barnstable	Humbly	
Shew.	that	some	time	in	the	last	Seſsion	of	the	General	Court	
your	Petitioners	presented	a	Petition	to	your	Honours	repres=	
=enting	our	troubles	in	part,	which	Petition	we	are	informed	was	
read	and	Committed	to	a	Committee	and	for	want	of	time	to	transact	
the	more	Important	Buſineſs	then	before	your	Honours	was	refered	
to	your	next	Seſsion,	we	your	Petitioners	thank	your	Honours	for	
your	kindneſs	and	great	care	in	making	a	Law	in	June	last	for	the	
Regulation	of	Marshpee	which	is	well	adapted	for	us	under	our	cur=	
=cumſtances	and	are	well	satisfied	with	the	same,	as	also	highly	
pleased	with	the	Gentlemen	appointed	for	our	Guardians	expecting	
they	would	accept	the	Trust	and	call	our	old	Masters	the	former	
overseers	to	a	Just	Settlement	who	has	Improved	our	Lands	and	
let	others	Improve	them	for	more	then	Twelve	years	last	past	with	
=out	rendering	to	us	an	Account	of	the	Monies	recd	by	them,	neither	
have	they	relieved	our	wants	when	in	great	Distreſs	your	Honors	
well	know	that	poor	Indians	in	time	past	obtained	their	Liveing	most=	
=ly	by	Hunting,	Fishing	and	Fowling,	which	of	late	is	out	of	our	power	
to	get	a	Liveing	by,	our	Lands	being	now	almoste	the	only	income	we	have	
to	Support	ourselves,	In	our	Petition	now	before	your	Honors	we	Prayed	
that	the	Gentlemen	last	appointed	our	Guardians	might	be	continued	in	
their	appointment	since	which	we	find	The	Rev'd	M.r	Hawley	and	Reuben	
Fish	decline	accepting	and	Executing	their	trust	as	Guardians	agreeable	
to	the	said	Law,	Your	Petitioners	further	Pray	that	Doc.r	Samuel	
Savage	and	 	 	 	 	 both	of	Barnstable	being	
perſons	of	good	Character	may	be	appointed	Guardians	in	the	Room	
of	said	Hawley	and	Fish	and	that	our	Guardians	may	be	inabled	by	a	
Resolve	of	the	General	Court	to	Settle	our	Account	with	our	former	
overseers,	Your	Petitioners	beg	leave	further	to	Repreſent	that	
Previous	to	the	late	War	the	Society	in	England	maintained	our	
Miſsionary	and	by	their	Annual	Donations	in	some	measure	
relieved	our	Poor	but	as	we	are	not	to	expect	in	future	any	
Aſsistance	of	this	kind	our	Lands	is	the	only	resourse,	and	
unleſs	the	Improvement	of	it	is	put	under	a	better	Regulation	
then	it	has	Stood	upon	before	the	late	Act	took	place	we	
apprehend	we	shall	be	very	little	the	better	for	it	&c	
as	in	Duty	bound	shall	ever	Pray	
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M.r	Naſson	
M.r	Thompson	
M.r	Curtis	(E.	Sudbury	
M.r	Choate	
M.r	Bailey.	
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